
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, riding in a school bus is the safest 
way for a child to travel to and from school. To ensure that your child’s ride is as safe as possible, 
Macon-Bibb EOC has created bus safety guidelines and best practices for Head Start families.
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Never wait alone 
at the bus stop.

Be at the bus stop 
at least five minutes 

before your designated 
pick-up time.

Keep your 
distance from 
the curb. 

Wait until the bus stops completely 
and the driver signals to board 
before approaching the bus.

Never run to, 
from, or behind 

the bus.

If you have to walk in front of the bus, always 
walk at least 10 feet in front of the bus and 
be sure to make eye contact with the driver.

On your return trip, let the driver know if you 
forget your stop. Never get off of the bus unless 

you are certain you are at the right stop.

Always look first before crossing 
the street. Never assume that a 
car will stop for you, even if you 

are in a crosswalk.

The Bus Stop The best way to keep preschoolers safe on and around a bus is to equip them with 
knowledge about their bus stop, bus route, bus driver, and rules for bus safety.  As soon as you know where your Head Start 
student’s bus stop will be, begin making visits and start talking about where they will stand, how they will know when to board 
the bus, and what to do once they are on the bus. Here are some key points to make about bus stop safety.

Bus Safety for Head Start Families



All Aboard! 
The most important rule of traveling on the school bus is to always listen to your bus driver. Your bus driver is committed 
to transporting Head Start students safely to and from their learning center. Teach your children to show respect and 

listen to instructions from their bus driver. Some of the most basic rules of the bus include the following.

Hold onto the hand rail when 
boarding or leaving the bus.

Take your seat 
as soon as you 
are on the bus.

Always wear 
your seatbelt. 

Remain seated at 
all times while the 
bus is moving. 

Don’t yell or shout on 
the school bus as it can 
distract your driver.

If you leave something on the bus, 
let an adult know. Do not attempt to 

reboard the bus to retrieve it.
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If you or your child ever have school bus-related questions or concerns,  
please don’t hesitate to contact your Center Manager. 

Together, we can ensure a safer school year for all Head Start families.

Never push or shove 
someone in front of you 
when boarding the bus.

If something falls while you are boarding the bus or 
something rolls under the bus, NEVER go after it. Inform 

your bus driver and follow his or her instructions.




